
 
 

ACE FIGHTS BACK 

March 1, 2013  

 

The Premier pulled no punches in defending the ANC against unwarranted attacks from 

opposition parties 

 

Free State premier, Ace Magashule, has torn into opposition parties in the province accusing them of 

having no service delivery record and trying to score cheap political points, ahead of the general 

elections in just over a year from now. 

 

In a spirited defence of his government’s service delivery record, Magashule dismissed the opposition 

parties’ relentless waves of attack and criticism of his State of the Province Address (SOPA) as 

nothing but hogwash. Magashule delivered his SOPA last week Thursday, where he committed his 

government to growing the economy; creating jobs and fighting poverty.  

 

As it is the custom, the address was debated by lawmakers in the provincial legislature on Tuesday 

this week, and as expected the opposition parties, convinced they were smelling blood, went on a full 

scale offensive and aggressively interrogated the Premier and at times attempted to trivialise the 

address.  

 

Responding to the no holds barred debate, indicating that electioneering was in full swing, the 

Premier pulled no punches in defending the ANC against attacks from opposition parties. 

 

The Premier said while the ANC government took note of constructive criticism from opposition 

parties, it has a demonstrable and impeccable track record of service delivery in the province. 

 

According to Magashule, under his leadership the matric pass rate has improved from 69.4 percent in 

2009 to 81.1 percent in 2012. Other achievements of the ANC-led provincial government include, but 

not limited to, the availability of essential medication at provincial health facilities which has improved 

to 96 percent across all districts, against 68 percent when he took over as Premier. 
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Approximately 6 000 students have been awarded bursaries between 2009 and 2012 under the 

Provincial Bursary Programme. From last year, each bursary holder also received a laptop. 

 

The provincial government has also reconstructed 1 339 dilapidated houses in various small towns; 

handed over title deeds to 4 338 beneficiaries and constructed in excess of 14 000 houses through 

various housing programmes 

 

Congress of the People (COPE) leader in the Free State legislature, Casca Mokitlane, took a swipe at 

Magashule for accusing COPE national leader, Mosiuoa Lekota, of building inhabitable houses during 

his tenure as premier of the province. However, Magashule stuck to his guns and maintained that 

Lekota had failed to conceptualise post-apartheid spatial planning. 

 

“The government will replace one-door, as well as two-roomed houses, with modern and dignity-

driven RDP houses, as part of the rectification programme. These one-door houses were constructed 

during the term of office of current COPE leader, ‘Terror’ Lekota; and failed to conceptualise post-

apartheid spatial planning as no amenities such as shops, schools and clinics are located in the 

settlements,” charged Magashule. 

 

Magashule pointed out that COPE cannot point to even a single township that Lekota developed. 

 

“There is no single township development that Lekota did for the Free State people, but we always 

hear COPE telling us that we have done nothing. You can now go and travel in many townships in the 

province and you will see that people have proper houses; paved roads; water and electricity, and 

their lives are different. What I was saying is that if he were to show us one township that he 

developed; there is none.” 

 

He also scoffed at claims made by Democratic Alliance (DA) member of the provincial legislature, Roy 

Jankielsohn, that many top officials employed by the provincial government and municipalities were 

not qualified to do their jobs. 

 

“Because they are black you do not recognise their qualifications. The fact of the matter is that our 

people are better qualified. You can compare their qualifications with your own if you wish, but that 

would not be fair given the country’s history of marginalisation.” 

 

Magashule said the provincial government could not be blamed for the failure to attract enough black 

accountants, engineers and other skilled professionals. He said the lack of adequate black 

professionals was a result of the apartheid education system that denied blacks the opportunity to 

study those fields. “You cannot blame us for not having black accountants. You denied them. We 

were denied education by law and force.” 

 

He also accused the DA in the Western Cape of denying black people the opportunity to occupy 

senior positions in the provincial government. “DA is taking away people who have been employed by 

the ANC, but we are not accusing it of anything.” 

 

The Premier asserted that the ANC remains committed to non-racialism and inclusive governance. 

 

“The ANC is a non-racial and democratic movement which listens to everyone, including criticism from 

opposition parties. I can assure you that your criticism is being taken seriously, because a 

government or political party that does not listen to the opposition is a failure. Whatever point you 

have raised today will be looked into as we move forward,” affirmed Magashule. 
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