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African Peer Review Mechanism aims to promote political stability, economic growth, 

sustainable development and accelerated regional and economic integration 

 

The Free State held its African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) consultative conference programme, 

aimed at consolidating the province’s inputs in the country’s report, in Bloemfontein this week. 

 

The APRM is a voluntary instrument of the African Union (AU) whose objectives include fostering the 

adoption of policies, standards and practices. Its factors must result in political stability, economic 

growth, sustainable development and accelerated regional and economic integration. These 

objectives will be achieved through sharing of experiences and reinforcement of successful best 

practices. 

 

According to the ARPM, there must also be identified deficiencies and assessing the needs for 

capacity building of participating countries. South Africa is among the first 30 countries that have 

voluntarily acceded to the APRM process. The country was peer reviewed in 2007, resulting in the 

Country Review Report (CRR). 

 

Treasury MEC and provincial APRM chairperson, Seiso Mohai, said the provincial government wants 

the province’s review to include the input of all stakeholders. 

 

“We want the input of the province to the third country report to be as inclusive as possible. That is 

why we have invited to this provincial consultative conference all important stakeholders in the 

province. These are government, local government, business, labour, community organisations, non-

governmental organisations, youth, women and other organs of civil society,” said Mohai. 

 

The assessment under the APRM is conducted within four thematic focus areas. They are; 

democracy and political governance, economic governance and management, corporate governance 

and socio-economic development. 

 

In good economic governance, transparency in financial management is an essential prerequisite for 

promoting economic growth. Corporate governance focuses on promoting ethical principles, values 

and practices that are in line with broader social and economic goals meant to benefit all citizens. 

 

Social-economic development deals with the promotion of democracy, good governance, peace and 

security, as well as the development of human and physical resources. 

 

The member states must ensure that they reflect a democratic culture and provide accountability in 

governance. They must also promote political representation and allow citizens to participate in 

political processes in a free and fair political environment. 

 

The provincial chairperson of Congress of South African Trade Unions (Cosatu), Xolisile Qayiso, told 

The Weekly that he expected the inputs made in different commissions of this conference to help in 

carving a national report. 

 

“We have progressed very well in terms of promoting skills development in our country. We hope to 

do more in the implementation of these programmes. This means we can broaden our skills base, 

something that can help us in the economic growth of our country.” 

 



 
 

“Though we are still experiencing unemployment in country, our government has put in place 

measures such as social grants to help. This is why we strive to create quality jobs for people in our 

country,” said Qayiso. 

 

Mamorena Stona works at the centre for disabled children in Bochabela, Mangaung. She attended 

the socio-economic development commission and advocated for more assistance for people with 

disabilities. 

 

“Children with disabilities need special care. If the government helps these centres with resources 

such as accessible transport, it will better their lives. We have broad challenges, like getting trained 

people to teach these children. Parents must also be included in the training to enable them to 

practice what they have been taught by occupational therapists,” said Stona. 

 

The establishment of the ministry of women, children and persons with disabilities was meant to 

promote the socio-economic advancement of women and other vulnerable groups. 

 

The advancement of human rights and promotion of democracy are also pillars on which South 

Africa’s Constitution rests. These are major contributions that peer countries can learn from this 

country. 

 

 [Source:  www.theweekly.co.za] 


