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Statistician-General for Statistics South Africa, Pali Lehohla, has complimented the strides that the 

Free State government has made regarding service delivery despite the province’s population having 

increased by 1.4 percent from 2.7 million people. 

 

Lehohla said this at the Census 2011 Free State results media briefing held at Lebohang Building this 

week. Basic service delivery includes water, electricity and education in the Free State reached on top 

of 85 percent 

 

“Unlike provinces such as Kwa-Zulu Natal and the Eastern Cape, this province is levelled and easy 

for proper infrastructure to be made, hence we have seen such high upgrading in terms of 

percentages of households with access to basic services since 1996,” said Lehohla. 

 

The Free State has recorded the highest drop in the number of households using the bucket latrine 

toilets from 20.5 percent in 2001 to only 5 percent in 2011. 

 

On the other hand, the number of households with access to flush toilets has also increased from 46 

percent in 2001 to 67 percent in 2011. 

 

The electrification of households in the province in 1996 was standing at 57 percent and increased to 

90 percent in 2011. 

 

At the same occasion, the premier of the Free State, Ace Magashule, said he was aware that 

province’s community had been waiting for the results of the 2011 census, which give government a 

benchmark to measure progress made in efforts to reduce unemployment, homelessness, poverty, 

and to increase the levels of skills, access to education and health care. 

 

“We are pleased that the Census 2011 results point to a lot of progress we have made as a province 

since the dawn of democracy in 1994. These results have confirmed what we have been saying all 

along, that our people who had endured pain inflicted upon them by centuries of apartheid neglect 

and injustice have over the past few years experienced a great deal of improvement in their quality of 

life,” said Magashule. 

 

http://theweekly.co.za/?attachment_id=11436


 
 

He added that, although these results show a lot of progress, they have also highlighted the enormity 

of the challenges and weaknesses that government continues to face. 

 

“We are currently working on finalising various long-term plans such as the Free State growth and 

development strategy in order to improve the living conditions of our people. As we continue to plan 

for the future, the census results will be an invaluable resource and point of reference that will assist 

us to plan better towards our goal of creating a better life for all.” 

 

The premier stressed that the provincial government was firmly committed to tackle many of these 

challenges. 

 

“I want to urge our business community to continue to embrace our Operation Hlasela vision around 

job creation, infrastructure development, township revitalisation, skill development and training. We 

cannot achieve much without their support. Their partnership is critical to yield even better returns,” 

said Magashule. 

 

[Source:  www.theweekly.co.za] 


