
 
 
 

MAGASHULE BACKS MERGER TASK TEAM 

 

January 25, 2013  

 

 

 

The Free State premier, Ace Magashule, and the ANC have thrown their weight behind the decision 

by cooperative governance minister, Richard Baloyi, to establish a task team that will investigate the 

municipal demarcation issues in the province, which was announced on Tuesday this week. 

 

Magashule’s comments follow the return of calm to the town of Sasolburg, which had erupted in 

violence on Sunday last week when community members protested against the decision to merge the 

Metsimaholo Local Municipality with the Ngwathe Local Municipality. 

 

The violent protests resulted in the arrest of 238 people for public violence and the malicious damage 

to property in the township of Zamdela, since the violent protests broke out on Sunday. 

Two people have died during the riots, with one having been shot during an attempt by protestors to 

storm into a police station, while the other protester was shot dead by a motorist after a group of 

protesters tried to block his way. 

 

Baloyi announced that the merger, which was supposed to take place in 2016, had been stopped. 

 

Magashule’s spokesperson, Mondli Mvambi, said the task team would provide a further opportunity to 

consult on the various options which had already been proposed. The team would also be able to 

explore new possibilities to address the problems experienced with the current demarcation of 

municipal boundaries in the Free State. 

 

Magashule urged all interested parties to fully participate in the consultative processes. He warned 

that the violence and lawlessness, such as in Sasolburg, would not be tolerated. 

 

The premier said he had confidence in the police and the National Prosecuting Authority to thoroughly 

investigate and successfully prosecute criminal acts during the riots. 

 

 

http://theweekly.co.za/?attachment_id=13231


 
 

The ANC also welcomed Baloyi’s decision to engage all stakeholders. “We believe that this decision 

will assist in enabling all stakeholders to engage meaningfully in considering the proposal from the 

Demarcation Board. It is regrettable that a well-intentioned initiative calculated to improve 

performance of local government has collapsed on the grounds of allegations of poor or non- 

consultation with the affected communities,” said ANC spokesperson, Jackson Mthembu. Mthembu 

said the ANC NEC members will work with the provincial structures of the ANC on the ground, to 

ensure that calm is restored. 

 

“In this regard, the ANC structures will work closely with the relevant government structures and 

community leaders to resolve the dispute. We extend our condolences to the families who have lost 

their loved ones following a protest that deteriorated into sustained and destructive violence, looting 

and injury of people.” 

 

Mthembu called on the police to act decisively against criminal elements, who exploited genuine 

grievances of the people of the Metsimaholo Local Municipality. 

 

Meanwhile, residents of Zamdela took to the streets on Wednesday to clean the debris of burnt tyres 

and cars from the streets. They removed wreckages of burned tyres and steel sheets and stones.  

 

One of the cleaners, Tlaleng Ramabodu, said he was happy the protests were over: “I had to take 

part in the cleaning of our streets because we must take responsibilities for our actions. I participated 

in burning the tyres, so I have to clean my mess; but the important reason is that we need to allow life 

to move on and we are working (sic), our employers were putting us under pressure,” said 

Ramabodu. 

 

Hundreds of learners were affected by the strike and many of them have pleaded with the community  

to allow them to go to back to school. The education department’s district director, V.H Chuta, has 

urged learners and teachers to return to school. 

 

“I am aware many people are eager to return to work and they are urging normalcy. I therefore would 

like to urge our teachers and learners to return to work become time is moving so fast and if we stop 

schools from operating we will be creating confusion within the society because our children would fail 

and their future will be doomed.” 

 

He urged principals and teachers to join in the cleaning campaign. The strike also affected taxi 

operators. “I hope the protests are over because we lost a lot of money and some of us were accused 

of not supporting the march.” 

 

Many big streets had already been cleaned by 15:00 on Wednesday and cars were able to drive on 

the roads again without any problems. However, more than 50 shops owned by the immigrants have 

been considerably looted and vandalised. 

 

[Source:  www.theweekly.co.za] 

 


