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The premier of the Free State, Ace Magashule, has given assurance that education is at the heart of 

the provincial development imperatives and urged the youth to work hard to fight poverty with 

education. 

 

Magashule was addressing about 600 youths from across the province, at a two-day Youth Indaba at 

the Phillip Saunders resort, outside Bloemfontein, yesterday. He said the provincial government under 

his leadership associates itself with the National Growth Path (NGP) as outline in the National 

Development Plan (NDP) 2030. 

 

“This is a vision of a better South Africa; in a better Africa for a better world. This plan outlines what 

we need to do as a collective to eliminate poverty, as well as to reduce inequality and address the 

problem of unemployment and these speak directly to the theme of this Provincial Youth Indaba which 

is: Advancing Youth Development: Working Together To Eradicate Poverty, Inequality and 

Unemployment,” said Magashule He said since 1994, the government has dealt partly with the 

institutional framework that would serve as a vehicle to effect youth development. 

 

“The task of the youth of 1944 to 1994 was to fight a national liberation struggle; to free their country 

from the bondage of colonialism, racial and gender oppression. They had to take up arms and render 

the country ungovernable. Now that we have attained freedom and democracy, the task takes a 

different dimension as now you are required to be dedicated, committed and loyal to your country by 

way of selfless service. Be assertive and mindful of the implications of the things you say and how 

you say them; be innovative and creative in articulating your aspirations. 

 

“Young people should be aware or be told that the only way to take their parents out of poverty is 

through education that their parents fought for and not tenders or political connections,” said 

Magashule. 

 

The premier said a good example of what government has done is the exposure it has given to 

established black and white business. 
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“We have opened opportunities for exchange programmes with other countries; we have taken 

students to international study programmes and this is all meant to get our young people to 

accumulate sufficient experience, and be sufficiently inspired to get themselves to change their 

outlook and perception of inferiority, and also get their businesses to be competitive ventures equal to 

their global competitors. 

 

“Indeed, we are proud of our record of achievements since 2009 that have contributed meaningfully to 

the drive to advance youth development, and this Youth Indaba has come at the right time, when the 

minister of finance has just given us the glimmer of hope. 

 

It is for us to believe in ourselves by doing the simple things and remaining focused on the major task 

of building our province; our country for a better Africa and a better world,” added Magashule He 

urged religious youth groups to play a critical role in ensuring that the democratic landscape has the 

correct moral compass and South Africa truly become a value-driven society, whose citizens cannot 

be easily swayed by the temporary glamour and glitz of drug abuse; child and women abuse. 

 

“You must be at the forefront of ensuring that we have the highest moral code and we get the young 

to do the things that the young must do, which is to learn, play and enjoy their childhood 

uninterrupted. Every one of us has a meaningful role to play in building a Free State and a South 

Africa that is the envy of the world. 

 

“Political youth formations must think hard on how they can get the youth of our country to be 

sufficiently conscientised to the values of democracy; harnessing the diversity of our people and 

ensuring that our political management systems benefit the stability of our democracy,” said 

Magashule. 

 

[Source:  www.theweekly.co.za] 


