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The two senior ANC provincial leaders have chastised the premier’s detractors accusing them 

of pursuing a personal vendetta against him 

 

Two leading senior ANC leaders in the province have lauded Premier Ace Magashule as the best 

premier to ever lead the province. 

 

The MEC for education, Tate Makgoe, and social development MEC, Sisi Ntombela, who are co-

conveners of the ANC provincial task team (PTT), which is preparing for the ruling party’s elective 

conference in April, told The Weekly that service delivery in the province has improved significantly 

under Magashule’s leadership. 

 

Makgoe said under Magashule’s leadership, the provincial government has created a lot of 

opportunities for black people in the Free State, particularly the thousands of students who got 

bursaries to study at different tertiary institutions in the country. 

 

“There is no premier I have worked with in my entire life in the government who has been so popular 

than Comrade Ace. He is approachable, friendly and hands on. He is dedicated to the education of 

the black child. We have been able to achieve good results in education under his leadership.” 

 

The education MEC slammed those accusing premier of being power hungry and pointed out that 

more than 6 000 students in the province have been registered with many universities and they have 

been given the bursaries to study their courses of their choice thanks to Magashule. 

 

“People like to exaggerate saying the core people in leadership are from Parys like as if we have 

elected ourselves. We did not and Magashule did not want to be elected, but the ANC branches 

elected him. They are still looking for a suitable candidate to take over from him. 
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“He is still the people’s champion, whether he is from here (Parys) or not, he remains the better 

premier I know as far as far as service delivery is concerned. One thing that bothers me is that his 

enemies attack him personally, not on his leadership qaulities. The people of this province want him 

to lead them,” added Makgoe. 

 

He said Magashule has ensured that poor people in the province get bigger and better RDP houses 

and employment. “His dream of ensuring that the Free State produces bright professionals is coming 

to fruition. His focus and attention on fundamental issues such as education should not be forgotten 

because they made impact in many people’s lives.” 

 

Last week, Ntombela, who is also the provincial chairwoman of the ANC Women’s League (ANCWL), 

lashed out at Magashule’s detractors during her visit to Tweeling, north east of the Free State. 

 

She addressed the community during the government outreach programme at Refeng Thabo 

Secondary where she slammed residents who insulted Magashule during the recent Zamdela service 

delivery protests, where nine people got killed after the police fired live ammunition. 

 

“Like the people of Amelia in Sasolburg, they were under difficulties after the storm and Free State 

government under Magashule helped out but they turned their back against him and insulted him with 

his dead mother. It is very disrespectful and hurtful. These are personal attacks which are driven by 

jealously and a drive for power,” said Ntombela. 

 

Ntombela asserted that Magashule remains the people’s premier. “We have a brave and dedicated 

premier and he is still Magashule we know, the ever focused premier whose passion is to serve the 

people. However, we need to teach our people especially our parents and children to respect elders. 

An insult to Magashule is the insult to the ANC; the provincial government and the people of the Free 

State. We are disappointed that he was insulted, but we are thankful that he is still strong to guide us. 

 

“If those who insulted him knew the role he has played in the struggle against apartheid, they wouldn’t 

disrespect him like they did. If they acknowledged how well he leads the government they would give 

him the respect he deserves. Magashule gave their children bursaries but they came out loud to insult 

him. If we did not have him as our premier, I wonder how things would be in the province,” she said. 

 

 [Source:  www.theweekly.co.za] 


