
 
 

PREMIER PROMISES JOBS 
 

February 22, 2013  

 

The premier vowed that his government will grow the provincial economy, create jobs and 

fight poverty. 

 

Free State premier, Ace Magashule, has placed job creation, poverty alleviation and service delivery 

at the centre of the provincial government agenda for the remainder of his term as the leader of the 

province. 

 

The provincial government wants to use infrastructure projects to create jobs and reduce the high 

unemployment rate in the province, especially among the youth. Statistics SA’s fourth quarter 

employment survey in 2012 showed that the province recorded a modest increase of 1 000 jobs in the 

formal sector and 7 000 in the informal sector. Employment in the agriculture and private households 

sectors continued to decline. 

 

Delivering his State of the Province Address at Vista University yesterday, Magashule said the 

provincial government has completed the Free State growth and development strategy called Free 

State Vision 2013, which has been aligned to the National Development Plan (NDP). 

 

“By 2030, the Free State shall have a resilient, thriving and competitive economy that is inclusive, with 

immense prospects for human development anchored on the principles of unity, dignity, diversity, 

equality and prosperity for all,” said Magashule. 

 

Magashule said up-scaling investment in the province infrastructure projects holds the key to growing 

the economy and reducing poverty. The eight key strategic projects, some of which are part of the 

NDP, include the Maluti-a-Phofung Special Economic Zone. The project is part of the presidential 

infrastructure coordinating commission. The project has been divided into the Tshiame Industrial 

Development and the Harrismith Gateway Development. 
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The provincial government, in conjunction with the German Bremen Logistic Group, has launched a 

R60-million vehicle distribution centre last year. The provincial government will also establish the 

Harrismith Food Processing Park which will provide logistics service providers, warehousing, cold 

storage and manufacturing facilities to enhance production efficiencies. 

 

The provincial government has also launched the N8 corridor, a transnational development corridor 

connecting Bloemfontein and Maseru, located in the Mangaung Metropolitan Municipality. The 

project, which has been registered as a private public partnership project with national treasury, will 

commence as soon as a transaction advisor has been appointed. The N8 Airport Development project 

to be led by the Mangaung Metro will be a single largest mixed development initiative ever undertaken 

by the municipality. The development will include the construction of an international convention 

centre and a cargo terminal. 

 

The other projects include the green economic solar zone which will result in the establishment of the 

Xhariep Solar Park that will harness solar radiation in the southern Free State that is suitable for the 

development of solar electricity generation technologies as well as the De Bron-Merriespruit Gold 

Project and the Bloemhoek Gold Project in the Lejweleputswa District. 

 

To address water shortages in the province, Magashule said the provincial government will lead 

various water resources interventions throughout the province. The municipalities of Mohokare, 

Letsemeng, Tokologo, Dihlabeng, Phumelela and the Sterkfontein Dam Water Scheme are included 

in Strategic Infrastructure Project 18 of the presidential infrastructure coordinating commission. 

 

On education, Magashule announced that the provincial government has constructed school hostels 

in Tierpoort, Harmony, Albert Moroka and Chrstiaan de Wet schools. 

 

The Majweng School Hostel (Diyatalawa) will become operational this year whilst construction of the 

hostel at Phillipolis Primary School and Bansvlei is in progress. The province will also benefit from the 

construction of 20 schools under the Accelerated Infrastructure Delivery Initiative of the department of 

basic education. The initiative is aimed at replacing inappropriate school structures across the 

country. They include schools built with metal or prefabricated material. 

 

To improve the province’s 81, 1 matric pass rate last year, Magashule said his government will 

expand the Heymath Programme to 50 schools in the Thabo Mofutsanyana district; supply mobile 

science laboratories to additional 200 schools that offer grades 7 to 9; and provide all farm schools 

with laptops and connectivity to enhance communication. 

 

The province will continue to focus on four health priorities. They include the management of 

HIV/AIDS; improving maternal health services; neonatal and childhood emergencies; the re-

engineering process of the public health sector and the implementation of the National Health 

Insurance (NHI). 

 

Magashule said under five mortality rate has improved from 53 per 100 live births to less than 30 per 

1 000 live births; the percentage of children immunised with vaccines increased to 90.9 percent and 

97.6 percent respectively during the 2011/2012 financial year as compared to 68.5 percent and 75.6 

percent in 2010/2011finaical year and the provincial HIV mother-to-child transmission rate decreased 

from seven percent in 2010 to three percent in 2012. 

 

The premier said the province will embark on several infrastructure projects to create thousands of 

jobs. They include the Grain Filed Poultry Production project which was launched in partnership with 

the Agribusiness VKB and the IDC. A state of the art chicken abattoir has ben built in Reitz in the 

Eastern Free State. 

 



 
 

The initiative has created more than 506 direct jobs and has the potential of creating more than 800 

jobs once in full operation. The department of agriculture is establishing an integrated dairy project at 

Vrede in the Eastern Free State under its flagship agricultural project, Mohoma-Mobung, in 

partnership with the private sector. 

 

The facility will be constructed with the initial processing capacity of 100 000 litres per day and an 

initial targeted milk intake of 40 000 litres per day. The factory will produce diary products such as 

liquid milk, UHT milk and cheese. 

 

According to Magashule, the provincial government has instructed the department of economic 

development, tourism and environmental affairs, the Free State Development Corporation and the 

SEDA to put in place programmes that will sustain SMMEs in the province. The provincial government 

has also identified cooperatives, which have the potential to empower many people, as a model to 

increase the momentum of job creation. 

 

Cooperatives involved in school feeding schemes, textiles for manufacturing uniforms and protective 

clothing; security, cleaning, farming, catering and maintenance will be prioritised when it comes to 

government tenders. 

 

“During this financial year, every department, municipality and entity will be required to report on the 

number of cooperatives they have supported through the procurement of goods and services,” said 

Magashule. 

 

Magashule said the province will heed President Jacob Zuma’s call that government must settle 

payments legally due to service providers within the prescribed 30-day timeframe. He said the 

requirement will be included in the performance agreements of heads of departments and chief 

financial officers from the next financial year. 

 

The provincial Expanded Public Works Programme and the Community Works Programme, which will 

be implemented in 13 municipalities across the province, will create more than 70 000 jobs in the next 

financial year. Through the insourcing of cleaning services at provincial hospitals, 373 permanent jobs 

will be created. The National Youth Service programme will employ a further 400 young people, in 

addition to the 405 it has already absorbed. 

 

On youth development, Magashule announced that the provincial government has awarded 5 288 

bursaries to students studying in tertiary institutions across the country and 758 have already 

graduated with degrees in accounting, education, social work and medicine. The provincial 

government has sent 180 students to Cuba to study medicine and gave laptops to all its bursary 

holders. 

 

Two students, Pule Tau and Mamotshewa Leburu have been awarded scholarships to the Jiangxi 

Province in China to pursue advanced studies in agriculture. The provincial government will together 

with the departments of public administration and higher education place 526 students from four 

further education and training colleges who require experiential raining by March 2013. 
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