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Dire stressed that allegations of R140-million expenditure on website development are part of 

a plot by counter revolutionary forces to slander government 

 

A leading Free State cleric, Reverend Sello Dire, has dismissed the slanderous allegations levelled 

against the provincial government by opposition parties in connection with the development of 

websites for the government departments, municipalities and entities as “exaggerated, opportunistic 

and malicious”. 

 

Dire’s comment comes after widespread media reports that the consortium, including Cherry Online, 

which is majority-owned by Letlaka Media CEO, Tumi Ntsele, was awarded a three-year tender worth 

R140 million to redevelop the Free State provincial government website. The other companies 

involved in the consortium are Juggernaut and Ikamva as well as various community radio stations in 

the province. 

 

Letlaka Media Group is the publisher of The Weekly newspaper. The Free State government has also 

rubbished the reports as exaggerated and maintained that the payment made for the tender to 

redevelop the website to date is R40-million, which is a far cry from the R140-million that was quoted 

in the media. 

 

The DA has consistently accused Letlaka and The Weekly of having a “monopoly over 

communication contracts” issued by the province. 

 

However, Dire, who is the chairperson of the Free State South African Council of Churches, did not 

mince his words in defending Premier Ace Magashule and the provincial government against what he 

called “forces of darkness” masquerading as champions of clean governance. 

 

Dire said the DA and sections of the media were on an aggressive and “well-coordinated” campaign 

to discredit Magashule and his provincial government. He said opposition parties and the Regime 

Change faction of the ANC, that has failed to unseat Magashule were now using the media to try and 

portray him as a corrupt and untrustworthy leader ahead of the ruling party’s repeat conference that is 

due to take place in a month’s time. 

 

http://theweekly.co.za/?attachment_id=14513


 
 

“The people of the Free State must not be confused by these malicious and unwarranted attacks from 

forces of darkness who are now sources of misleading information, whose sole aim is to incite anger 

against their leaders in the province. 

 

“Members and branches of the ANC as well as the people of the province will not be defocused by 

these malicious and unfounded rumours. They will continue to support their leadership led by Premier 

Ace Magashule. He is the people’s leader who is tried and tested. We have confidence in his 

leadership and he should not be shaken by these latest antics,” said Dire. 

 

The man of the cloth also lampooned opposition parties, especially DA, of being afraid of Letlaka 

Media Group’s growing influence in the media industry. Letlaka Media has now acquired a majority 

share in the Free State Times newspaper. 

 

“The attack on Mr. Ntsele comes as no surprise to us because we have been expecting attacks from 

opposition parties ahead of the 2014 national election. The DA and commercial media do not like the 

emergence of a strong black-owned media company.” 

 

“It is clear that that The Weekly is growing in leaps and bounds and establishing its presence in more 

provinces. Many people are not happy about that. The company is buying other commercial 

newspapers and this clearly makes the DA, which uses these newspapers to discredit and attack the 

ANC, unhappy and angry that it is losing its media influence,” added Dire. 

 

He labelled the DA’s criticism of Magashule and Letlaka Media as “nothing but a cheap political stunt”. 

“The DA should stop playing dirty political tricks in an attempt to score cheap political points. This is a 

cheap political tactic that is aimed at discrediting the leadership of African National Congress.” 

 

DA member of the provincial legislature, Roy Jankielsohn, has accused the Free State government of 

“giving a multimillion rand contracts to Letlaka Media and The Weekly in an interview with the 

Sowetan newspaper. 

 

The Free State provincial government has denied paying R140-million for the website. The provincial 

government paid R40-million in the last financial year for the development, content management, 

maintenance and continuous updating of information on the 38 websites. 

 

The head of communications in the premier’s office, Mondli Mvambi, slammed the DA’s claims, 

insisting that “due process was followed and the provincial government complied with the Public 

Finance Management Act in awarding the contract”. 

 

“This websites are an integrated communications and government information tool aimed at bridging 

the communication gap between the provincial government and its people. It is the first ever 

innovative platform that has detailed information about the Free State government. 

 

“Once all the websites are live, with a click of a button anyone in the world will know what investment 

opportunities are available in the province. All 38 websites are expected to be live in a few weeks,” 

said Mvambi. 

 

[Source:  www.theweekly.co.za] 


